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Overview L

The A417 is one of the key arterial highways for Wantage and the surrounding villages and is a much-
used route to the West. Over recent years the flooding at the point where the A417 crosses the
Childrey Brook has become noticeably more frequent and persisted for longer periods of time directly
impacting businesses local to the W&G estate, Haynes of Challow, Cannings along with businesses in
Faringdon, Wantage and local villages nearby.

Users of the route who commute to work or transfer to public transport in Wantage for onwards travel,
school children attending local schools, users of local medical, library, and other services, Wantage
residents who commute to Faringdon, Swindon, and Witney to work, support workers tending to the
elderly and infirm, emergency services, delivery drivers and construction traffic all are forced to take
excessively long detours when the road is impassable.

Clearly the A417 is important for the economic and social wellbeing of Wantage, Grove and all the
surrounding villages to the west. Flooding at Challow effectively cleaves the community into two parts.
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Figure 1 Asset Map From Our Flood investigation.

Work Completed
This report relates to the canal land drainage channel which is the cause of the current flooding on the
A417 near East Challow.

Previous flooding on the A417 nearer to Silver Lane was caused by the Childrey Brook being and ditches
around it being obstructed. Oxfordshire County Council Highways working with the Vale of White



Horse Drainage and Flood Team identified that the major flooding beside the W&G Ind Estate entrance
adjacent to Mellors which resulted in road closures over Christmas 2023 and New Year 2024, and which
created months of disruption was a separate issue solely attributed to the obstructed Childrey Brook
which was cleared.

Flood Examination

On Tuesday 25" March 2025, Dr Colin R Lloyd, Councillor Paul Barrow, and Barry Gooch visited the
location and began inspecting the ditch between W&G Estate and East Challow village. The ditch was
very silted meaning water could not flow through it. SEE FIG 2. Within the ditch we found small items
of rubbish and an abandoned road sign indicating ‘uneven surface’ which we removed. SEE FIG 3.

Past the boundary fence of W&G Estate the hedgerow has intruded into the ditch with multiple stems
of 3-4cm thickness rising from the silt. SEE FIG 4. This suggests that the ditch has not been cleared for
a substantial period.

Whilst investigating the ditch we were approached by a contractor from Drain Technology, an
independent, family-owned drainage contractor who are a Tier One Contractor to OCC Highways. The
gentleman was there to video the hedge growth so that OCC Highways can remove the intruding hedge
limbs enabling Drain Technology to return and clear the Inspection Chambers and Ditch along the A417
so that the roadway would no longer flood. It was estimated that to completely clear the system would
take between 1 and 2 days once they started.

We were shown a headwall that had been covered by the hedge and which Drain Technology had
previously uncovered and investigated. SEE FIG 5.

The drainage contractor had cleared away a large amount of silt, but in the short time since the
previous visit the silt had built up again. We were then able to jointly trace the correct line of the
drainage pipes, gullies, and ditches making up the drainage system to establish an accurate overview.
The assets we investigated are shown in FIG 1.

The Childrey Brook approaches the A417 from the south at two locations. A Brook tributary flows down
the hill near Silver Lane and under the road where it proceeds adjacent to and north of the A417
through some properties. | shall refer to this tributary as Stream A. Further towards Stanford-in-the
Vale near the Circourt Road turning a second tributary flows from the south and crosses under the
A417 in a further culvert to meet Stream A on a property known as The Willows. The second channel
is not relevant to this report.

The tributary of Childrey Brook that is relevant to the flood issue is Stream A, which appears at the top
left of FIG 1 and is labelled ‘Childrey Brook'.

Description

Stream A comes down from West Challow alongside Silver Lane in a channel that was straightened out
around 1900 by Mr Lyneham, a farmer who owned the land at that time. Mr. Lyneham also dug out
two roadside ditches to divert some of the water in addition to it flowing on its proper course through
a culvert under the road.

An additional channel runs straight down the hillside from the Wilts & Berks Canal (disused) where,
before it meets the A417, it enters an Inspection Chamber which is silted up. This channel is the
current reason the A417 is flooding.

A culvert runs from the Inspection Chamber under the carriageway and meets a second Inspection
Chamber from which a buried pipeline of 300mm in diameter takes the water to the silted-up ditch
where it enters through a headwall. The ditch transports the water to a further headwall where it
enters another pipe and flows in a straight line under the carriageway to an Inspection Chamber on
the corner of Silver Lane. SEE FIG 9. A culvert allows the water to cross under the entrance to Silver



Lane where a further Inspection Chamber is located and thence into a roadside ditch until it meets
Stream A.

At regular intervals on the north and south sides of the carriageway are drainage gullies. These gullies
are prone to silting. SEE FIG 7. The blocked gullies permit flood water to be held on the road surface
for longer periods of time. SEE FIG 6. Gullies on the north side empty directly into the ditch and pipe
network previously described. Whilst those on the south side flow under the carriageway in pipes to
join the ditch and pipe network. A few gullies are working as designed SEE FIG 8.

OCC Highways carried out work to reduce the flooding of the A417 last year and cleared out gullies,
the under-road culvert, and some ditches between Silver Lane and Childrey Brook (SEE FIG 10) as well
as the Childrey Brook north of the A417. SEE FIG 11.

Conclusion

The flooding that has occurred on the A417 is largely due to lack of maintenance which has allowed
some Inspection Chambers, where they are acting as a ‘catch pit’, and drainage gullies to become silted,
forcing water onto the road surface. Substantial growth of vegetation has been allowed in some
drainage channels impeding water flow and encouraging silt to be deposited.

OCC Highways have already successfully carried out work relating to the Childrey Brook stream itself
around Silver Lane and the entrance to the W&G Estate and now need to remove the hedge growth
and permit their contractor to clear the silted-up parts of the system related to the channel from the
canal to enable flood water to run through the system into the Childrey Brook and away.

Whilst some riparian owners either side of the A417 fulfill their legal duty to keep the watercourses
on their land free from obstruction, some do not do so. These riparian owners need to be encouraged
to carry out their obligations to prevent the flood problem on the A417 reoccurring.

Once cleared the system must be regularly maintained by periodic inspection and desilting to prevent
the system failing in future.



Photographs

Figure 3 The silted ditch north of A417 Figure 2 Road sign and debris in silted ditch
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Figure 5 Hedge growth in silted ditch Figure 4 headwall at end of silted ditch
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Figure 6 Surface water due to blocked gullies Figure 7 Close up of blocked gully

Figure 8 Working gully with inspection cover in
foreground




Figure 11 Childrey Brook cleared north

of Ad17




